When

- 1 Kings 9 records events that took place in the middle years of
Solomon’s reign, after 20 years of building the Temple and the
king’s house.

- The Temple was completed in Solomon’s 11 year.

- Solomon was king for 40 years according to 1 Kings 11:42,
from approximately 1015-975 B.C.
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Outline

- GOD APPEARS TO SOLOMON (9:1-9):

+ After the king's house and the Temple were built, God appeared to Solomon a second time (the
first time was in Gibeon, when God made Solomon wise; 1 Kings 3:5).

+ God was pleased with the Temple, but He was primarily interested in the hearts and devotion of
His people.

+ God told Solomon He would establish him and his descendants as kings over Israel if Solomon
would give his heart to God, as David had done.

+ If Solomon and the people turned away from the Lord, God promised to “cut off Israel” from the
Promised land and to turn the Temple into a “heap of ruins.”

+ If this happened, the ruined Temple would be a clear sign to all other nations that Judah and
Israel failed to obey God.

- ADDITIONAL DETAILS ABOUT SOLOMON'S REIGN (9:10-28):

+ After 20 years building the Temple and the king's house, Solomon gifted Hiram with 20 cities in
Galilee.

+ For a reason not specified, Hiram wasn'’t pleased with the gift, but he still sent Solomon 120
talents of gold (talent = about 75 pounds or 34 kg).

+ Solomon drafted all the Canaanites to do forced labor. These were non-Israelite people who the
Israelites failed to drive out during the conquest of the Promised Land. They built the wall
of Jerusalem, the Millo (a type of fortification), and the cities of Hazor, Megiddo, and Gezer.

+ Solomon built a fleet of ships at Ezion-Geber on the Red Sea.

+ His servants went on voyages to Ophir and brought back 420 talents of gold.

Application

- God is less interested in your achievements than your heart.

- As we'll see in upcoming books of the Bible, God didn’t hesitate to tear down the
Temple when His people turned away from Him.

- God doesn’t want glory from edifices built by hypocrites. That includes
religious edifices.

- God will be honored in your achievements when your heart belongs to
Him.

- It's better to have fewer achievements with a godly heart than to have
a “great” spiritual resume with a heart adrift from the Lord.



